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PREFACE

The social species

The landscape of the human world is changing. A social animal is be-
coming a social species. Human social consciousness is becoming the
social consciousness of the whole human species. Among all the species
of social animals, one species is becoming the social species.

Biologicalhistory tells the story of the evolution of the human species
by natural processes. Human history is the story of the self-evolving
of the human species through the work of the human mind. The self
evolving of the human species is a by-product of the self-ordering of
human beings, within the private mind of each human being and withir
the public minds of all human societies.

‘The three co-ordinates of our self-consciousness — as individual b
man béih‘_gs-, as intermediate societies, as the society of all-humanir
the ordering structures of the ceaseless process of our self-constituii:
as persons and as societies. As the human species re-creates itself as the
social species, the human mind faces new challenges, new in kind and
new in scale, at every level of human self-constituting, at every level of
human self-consciousness.

Social pathology

We are excited by the new possibilities of human self-constituting at
the level of the species. Unused reserves of human potentiality can be
released and realised, bringing into fruitful collaboration new levels of
human energy, creativity, intelligence, to serve the highest aspirations
and the highest ideals of all-humanity. We know that we will be writing
a new page in the better story of human self-evolving.

We know also that there is another story within human history, the
story of the social effects of evil. The private minds of human beings

ix
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orimplicitly, in the course of its everyday activity. As a carpenter applies
practical theory to the making of a table, so a society applies practical
theory to the making of its own social reality.

Behind practical theory lies what we may call pure theory, a society’s

itself in terms of a particular religion. A democracy may explain itself
in terms of a particular theory of social contract. A capitalist society
may explain itself in terms of a particular theory of human behaviour. A
geometer can explain the pure theory of the carpenter’s practical theory.

‘Behind pure theory lies what we may call transcendental theory, a theory

of theory, our way of explaining to ourselves the nature of explanation,
the nature of ideas, the nature of the mind.

In Eunomia, New Order for a New World,' | have sought to provide, at
the levels of transcendental and pure theory, a philosophical basis for the
new international society, the society of all human beings, the society of
all societies. The essays in the present volume are intended to provide
the groundwork of the possible practical theory of the new international
society, that is, the practical theory of the social self-constituting of
humanity at the level which lies beyond the self-constituting of states
and nations.

Law

In the drama of a society’s self-constituting, law plays the leading struc-
tural role. It is for this reason that the future of international lay
crucial to the future of international society. The interaction of <o)
realityand society’s ideas produces law, so that law can act as the anatomy
and the physiology of the body politic within which social reality can
develop in co-operation with society’s ideas.

Law creates an infinitely complex network of legal relations linking
every single member of a society with all other members — relations of
a relatively settled character, conditioning human behaviour, individ-
ual and social, within relatively settled limits. In this way, social reality
develops, within relatively settled limits, in accordance with society'’s
ideas as they are enacted in the law and as they are expressed through
its day-to-day interpretation and application.

1 : bl v
Throughout the present volume, references to ‘ Eunomid’ are to P. Allott, Eunomia. New Order
for a New World (Oxford, Oxford University Press; 1990/2001).
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\f-perfecting through human interaction.
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d was that the sovereign was turned inside out

nd became the external manifestation of the society in question. What
peared o1 the international scene was not the totality of the evolved
qational societies. What appeared on the international scene was merely
the internal public realms externalised. The internal public realms; the

governments, Were turned inside out like a glove.

14.32 Louis XIV is supposed to have said: L’Etat, Cest moi— ‘1 am

the state’. He meant that he was the embodiment of the French nation,

the embodiment of its public realm. He might have gone on to say:
Le monde, cest nous, les états, nternational system

meaning that the 1
should be regarded as consisting of the governments meeting each other
externally.

14.33 The result was that we came to have an international sys-
tem which was, and is, post-feudal society set in amber — undemocra-
tised, unsocialised — capable only of generating so-called international
relations, in which so-called states act in the name of so-called national
interests, through the exercise of so-called power, carrying out so-called
foreign policy conducted by means of so-called diplomacy, punctuated by
medjgfal entertainments cz lled wars or, in the miserable modern eu-
phemism, armed conflict. That is the essence of the social process of the

ional non-society.
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Wolff deduces it from the idea of a sort of great republic
up by nature herself, of which all the Nations of the
To his mind, the voluntary Law of Nations acts as
thhis greal republic. This does not satisfy me, and | find the
A epublic neither reasonable nor well enough founded
su;ercfrom the rules of a Law of Nations at once universal
wduce t o cessarily accepted by sovereign States. I recognise
actel'taur 4l society among Nations than that which nature has set
hert nﬂmen in general. It is essential to every civil society |civitas)
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we know. Vattel has used the sovereignty theory of the

‘But as its duties towards itself clearly prevail over its duties towards others, a Na-
tion owes to itself, as a prior consideration, whatever it can do for its own happiness and
advancement . ..
‘Since Nations are free and independent of one her as men are by nature, the second
general law of their society is that each Nation should be left to the peaceable enjoyment of
that liberty which belongs to it by nature...
‘In consequence of that liberty and independence it follows that it is for each Nation to
decide what its conscience demands of it, what it can or can not do; what it thinks well or
does not think well to do; and therefore it is for each Nation to consider and determine what
duties it can fulfil towards others without failing in its duty towards itself. Hence in all cases
in which it belongs to a Nation to judge the extent of its duty, no other Nation may force it
to act one or another... =
‘Since ::;-ate:b\r'n;atute equal, and their individual rights and obligations the md:«; s
coming equally from Nature, Nations, wwhich are composed of men and may bexepircecns
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e L ubhga_tlt_)_ns_'and t::ds:;m;?ih:;;], and since each has the right to decide
‘ "Sulte N?F‘?ﬂs:;:f;:’;::td?; % ful;ﬂ its duties, the effect of this is to produce, before
;:;t;::;;g:ﬁ’:::hh 'p_erfect-'equa'litf of rights among Nations in the conduct of their affairs
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